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Mr. President: 

This is how State and Defense 
plan to structure the briefing of the 
Advisory Group tonight. 
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March 25, 1968 . 
INTRODUCTORY MEMORANDUM . 

This group will be asked to give its judgment in three 
broad areas of policy: 

• a. Possible US force increases and related strategy. 


b. The US negotiating posture. 

c. Bombing;policy, either' in relation to negotiating 
posture or separately. 

The first of these issues will be presented, orally by 
Secretary Clifford at the appropriate time. Certain of the 
options in the negotiating areas are included in these 
briefing papers as indicated below, but would be further 
refined by Secretary Rusk orally. Bombing policy will also 
■be discussed orally. 

The schedule calls for oral briefings this evening on^ 
the military situation, the over-all security situation and 
enemy capabilities and intentions, the internal political 
situation in South Viet-Nam, and the negotiating situation. 

In preparation for these briefings, and for^the ensuing 
discussion of policy issues, we have prepared this briefing 
book. It may well be too bulky for any member of the group 
in toto, but is designed to contain essential general 
material and also considerable detail on certain aspects of 
particular interest to individual members of the group— 
notably in the military area. 

Ah index of the papers in this book will be found on 
the next page^ .Broadly,. the papers are divided as follows: 

Section A contains excerpts from over-all reports 
recently received from Ambassador Bunker, with dates. 

Section B contains intelligence evaluations prepared 
in Washington dealing with the situation in key areas and 
•with certain estimates of the reaction of the other side to 
postulated courses of action by u3. 
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Section C is a paper dealing with required actions 
by the South Vietnamese, their stetus and problem areas. 

Section D contains a number of detailed papers on the 
military situation. 

Section E is .a short summary of certain key problem 
areas on the economic side. 


----- - : Section .F is Secretary McNamara 1 s'analysis of last ' 

August.of the bombing program, to serve as. a general base's 
•• for oral discussion of this topic. .. : 

Se ction G is a- discussion of possible options in the 
area of our negotiating posture, discussing possible actions 
that might be taken in conjunction with the announcement' of . 
waatever - actions may be decided upon, ....... 
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